A TRAGIC PHENOMENON"
ing to think that true service consists in getting a seat in the
Assembly. True service lies outside. The field of service outside
is limitless. In the fight for Independence, the Assembly, like
Ihe one in course of formation, has a place. Nevertheless it is a
very small place and that too if we use it wisely and well; cer-
tainly not, if there is a scramble for a seat in it. The scramble
warrants the fear that it may become a hunting ground for place-
seekers. I am free to confess that a Constituent Assembly is the
logical outcome of parliamentary activity. The labours of the
late Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das and Pandit Motilal Nehru
opened my eyes to the fact that the parliamentary programme
had a place in the national activity for Independence. I strove
hard against it. It is certainly inconsistent with pure non-co-
operation. But pure non-co-operation never held the field. What
came into being also waned. Had there been tiniversal non-
co-operation of the non-violent type in the Congress ranks, there
would have been no parliamentary programme. Non-violent
non-co-operation with evil means co-operation with all that is
good. Therefore, non-violent non-co-operation with a foreign
government necessarily means an indigenous government based
9n non-violence. Had there been such complete non-co-operation,
there would be Swaraj today based on non-violence. But this
never happened. In the circumstances it would have been vain
to struggle against what the nation had been familiar with and
from which it could not b.e completely weaned. The parlia-
mentary step having been taken, it would have been improper
to boycott the present effort. But that does not, can never mean
that there should be indecent competition for filling the seats in
it Let us recognize the limitations.
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